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Trumpet
and sax
giveaway
TAMPA BAY – A musician, who wishes to remain
anonymous, has put The
Weekly Challenger in charge of
distributing two brand new instruments—an alto saxophone
and a trumpet—to two lucky
local school aged children.
The anonymous donor
who grew up in St. Petersburg
but now resides in Tacoma,
Wash., has only one stipulation
and it’s that the child must already know how to read
music. He is well aware of how
the arts help children make
better grades and stay on the
straight and narrow path.
In the spirit of back-toschool, our editors decided we
should hold an essay contest.
We know you kids are coming
off a summer of fun and frivolity, so we are only asking for
200-300 words on how important music is to you.
Please submit your essay
to
editor@theweeklychallenger.com or write to us at
P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg,
FL 33705.
Kids, save your parents
about five hundred dollars and
write a well thought out essay
and a few lines about yourself.
Parents, make your music loving child work for you for once
and have them write this essay.
If you do not have a child,
tell your friends and family
members about this simple
essay so that these instruments will not go to waste.
All entries must be received by September 6, 2013.

Summer
geography
bee
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

L-R, Latoya Clark, kindergarten girls teacher, Brittany Jennings, kindergarten boys teacher and
Cathy Hooper, 4th grade boys teacher are in all-day training sessions getting ready for Aug. 19.



BY PUNEET SANDHU
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — The
first day of classes for St.
Petersburg’s newest charter school, University
Academy
Preparatory
(UPA), is Mon., Aug. 19.
According to Founder, Executive Director and Interim Principal Cheri

Shannon, spaces are still
available for kindergarten
and for the first, third and
eighth grades.
“We would love to
have students enrolled before this Friday [Aug. 16]
so that teachers can get
prepared,” Shannon said.
“Most likely, we’re going
to have people walk in on
the first day of school. If

we’re full, they’ll go onto a
waiting list and then when
there is space, they can
join at any time of the
school year.”
This is the first year
for the non-profit public
K-8 school, which boasts
unique challenges and individualized support for
its students. Purposefully
located in a high poverty

and high minority area,
the academic mission of
UPA ultimately extends
beyond grade school: to
ensure that all pupils set
their sights on college.
“It’s college prep, so
our mission is that if students come here, stay
here and work hard, they
will not only graduate
See SCHOOL, page 4

Pro basketball star a hero to local youths
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
It’s Friday evening and the
gym at Childs Park Community Center, located at
4301 13th Ave. S., is
packed with children and
their families who have all
come for a back-to-school
backpack giveaway, and of
course, to meet professional baller Marreese
Speights of the Golden
State Warriors.
Local families in need
of new backpacks and
school supplies for their
kids lined up to partake of
the generosity of this
hometown hero and his
family. With his siblings

and his mom, Regina
Glenn-Speights, by his
side, hundreds of local
kids can now be well prepared for another year in
the classroom.
With boys lined up on
one side and the girls on
the other, the formation
moved quickly. Too
quickly in fact. In roughly
45 minutes all 400 backpacks stuffed with notebook paper, tablets and
pencils were claimed by
neighborhood kids in
need, leaving the Speights
family wiped out and with
over an hour left in the
event.
“They went so fast,”
said Glenn-Speights as
she explained how the

ST. PETERSBURG –
Can you name the capital of
Wyoming, Arkansas or
Kansas? Too easy? What
about major world capitals
for countries such as Vietnam, Serbia, or Hungary?
Most would just log onto the
internet to find these tidbits
of information. But a group
of youngsters in the third
through sixth grades went
one step further and gave up
some of their summer vacation to do it.
From the cute voices of
the third and fourth graders
to the sureness of those entering fifth and sixth grades,
parents and onlookers alike
were stunned at the ability
of participants to recite capitals from not only here in
the United States, but countries all around the world. It
all went down Wed., July 31
at the James Weldon Johnson Branch Library, located
at 1059 18th Ave. S.
All three contestants in
the third and fourth grade
category aced the capitals of
the United States. One by
one with no hesitation, they
spouted out their names,
Boise, Trenton, Little Rock.
The round sped by with
each budding geographer
taking no more than a few
seconds for the correct answer to escape their lips.
During the second
round when world capitals
See BEE, page 7

Marreese Speights with his mother,
Regina Glenn-Speights.
children waiting in line
were allowed first dibs be-

See STAR, page 9
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Computer Mentors
Group meets the press
BY ERSULA ODOM

TAMPA — Everyone
was all smiles at 2802 E.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Blvd in Tampa as they
prepared to greet the
press on Computer Mentors Group (CMG) Media
Day. The look of accomplishment was on the
faces of each person who
anticipated their 15 minutes of fame, or at least
the opportunity to share
their successes. The
press conference featured
presentations from the
students themselves and
the products they created.
The conference previewed technology projects created through a
summer technology camp
called the Summer STEM
Corps High School Program which was funded
by the Children’s Board of
Hillsborough County.
The press arrived and
it was show time. Presenting their prized productions were students,
mentors and clients.
These presentations were
like icing on a cake. The
students developed wonderful products and being
able to demonstrate them
with such excitement and
pride was convincing.
They showed off their
technical skills and their
ability to work as a team.
No less excited were
the representatives from
benefiting organizations.
Sean Dickerson, president of non-profit organi-

Local jazz musicians rally to
support one of their own
zation 100 Black Men of
Tampa Bay, was very
pleased with CMG’s first
ever created phone app
developed for them. Rosa
Cambridge, president of
Tampa Bay chapter of the
National Black Nurses Association, was so proud
she showed off her CMG
produced
flyer
and
brochure before the program began.
Theses and the presentations of websites created for the Saturday
Morning
Breakfast
Group, Porch Talk Radio
on TV, a video created for
the American Diabetes
Association had a viral affect. Satisfied customer,
Eddie Adams Jr. of Porch
Talk Radio on TV and U.S.
Congressional Candidate
11th District of Florida,
featured the students on
his show.
The teamwork and information was impressive.
The phone app presentation revealed the multiple
layers required to produce the end product,
from backend database to
frontend user interface. It
was remarkable how they

What a spectacular day it
was this past Sunday, when
our local Tampa Bay jazz musicians rallied in support of
jazz vocalist Rose Bilal at the
downtown Palladium Theater.
A recent stroke victim, she
has incurred immense medical expenses.
Spearheaded by Marian
and Bob Seymour, Jazz Director, at WUSF 89.7 FM, the
only jazz radio station in the
area, and Bette Gregg, vice
president of the Al Downing
Jazz Association, a call went
out to the local jazz community asking for their participation in a fundraising jazz
concert on behalf of Bilal. It is
believed by all in attendance
that the resultant jazz concert
will go down in history, as one
of the finest demonstrations of
fellowship and love in our
local community.
Space will not allow me to
comment on each performance; however, here are a few
jazz artists that took part in
this colossal event: Bob Seymour, Kenny Walker, electric
bass, Patricia Dean, drummer, Billy Marcus, pianist,
Kitty Daniels, pianist/vocalist,
Cynthia Palmer, vocalist,
Whitney James, vocalist, and
Belinda Womack, vocalist.

The opening act for the
concert was Theo Valentine,
leader of the popular group
Theo Valentine and Friends.
Her rhythm section included LaRue Nicholson on
guitar, Mark Feinman,
drums, and Alexandro Arenas on bass. Once the audience heard Valentine, it was
inevitable that the remainder of the concert was going
to be simply out-of-sight;
and they were right-on-spot.
Valentine cleverly included
her famous whistling talent
as a solo instrument during
her performance.
A highlight of the afternoon was solo pianist Kenny
Drew playing the Steinway,
as only he can. Watching
Drew play is literally watching a musical genius at work.
He is an expert at perfection
and can play any tune splendidly. His first selection was
out of the Ellington playbook,
“The Single Petal of a Rose”
was most apropos for the moment. Showing the utmost
for Drew while he performed, the audience was so
hushed that one could hear a
pin drop.
Another highlight of the
concert was Rita Wilson’s
rendition of “Sista,” which

gained recognition from the
popular movie “The Color
Purple.” Since Wilson’s
rhythm section did not include a pianist, but included
only bass, drums and guitar,
local favorite artist Shawn
Brown walked onto the stage
and sat down at the piano.
Brown began to play, while
he simultaneously raised the
roof off of the theater, demonstrating why he is so popular
and in constant demand.
However, it seemed as
though fans had been waiting
to hear long-time favorite
Ernie Calhoun on tenor saxophone; and he did not let
them down. Well into his 80s,
Calhoun didn’t let his age
show. Performing with St. Petersburg’s Original All-Star
Band, his tenor sound was full
and bright. In performance
with Calhoun was John Lamb
on bass; as Bob Seymour referred to him, “The Dean on
the Scene.” Also performing
with the All-Stars were Stan
Hunter, piano, Dwayne
White, trumpet, Vincent
Sims, guitar, and Ron Greg on
the drums. They especially
had the audience snapping
their fingers, when Vincent
Sims and Calhoun started
trading fours in an old-time

“shout and response” style. It
really swung, and the audience showed their appreciation with a standing-ovation.
There were many more
highlights during the concert,
but as mentioned earlier,
space does not allow the inclusion of everything. Nonetheless, a full house of jazz fans,
friends and relatives of Bilal, at
the downtown Palladium Theater were treated to the best in
jazz for a full four hours.
Those of you, who missed
this concert, without a doubt
missed being part of Tampa
Bay jazz history. At the finale
of the concert, Bilal thanked
the musicians and audience
who came out in support. Although, the purpose of the
event was a sad one, the coming together of jazz musicians
and friends was somewhat
like a family reunion; there
was a lot of joy spread among
each other, and one could feel
the energy in the building.
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have
any feedback? I would like
to hear from YOU! Visit
my website at: www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email
me at jazzjamm@aol.com.

See MENTORS, page 6
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COMMUNITY NEWS
FUNdraising
Good Times
BY PEARL AND MEL SHAW

Nonprofit success: More than
‘feel good’
Part two of a two-part interview with Mike Bruns
Success in business is not enough. In
fact, nonprofit involvement –and giving –
can be a greater “buzz” than continued
business growth. “After becoming reasonably able to share, a person realizes
that the buzz you get from sharing can
be greater than the buzz you get from
daily life in business. Ten percent growth
year-after-year doesn’t always equal the
buzz of giving ten percent to the community.” That’s the experience of Mike
Bruns, founder of Comtrak Logistics, a
national transportation and logistics
company headquartered in Memphis.
“The true donor misses the boat if
they don’t get just as much back in their
heart, meeting people and making
friends,” Bruns continued. “Involvement
brings satisfaction - it makes the donor
feel good. I was chair of Youth Villages
for so many years, and they did as much
for me as I could ever do for the organization.”
Youth Villages, also headquartered in
Memphis, is a leading national nonprofit
dedicated to providing the most effective
local solutions to help emotionally and
behaviorally troubled children and their
families live successfully.
“Youth Villages grew as a result of a
wonderful culture, incredible leadership
team, and a management team that knew
this was a business. Nonprofit is more
than a feel-good. Many stall out because
the person who started the organization
didn’t surround themselves with good
business people. At Youth Villages the
leadership surrounded themselves with
business people who helped them run
the organization like a business, but not

at the expense of their passion. They
serve 60,000 young people and they
measure everything. ‘Feel good’ doesn’t
last long if the business model doesn’t
work.”
That goes for the board as well. The
biggest challenges Bruns has experienced arise when board members don’t
know what is expected of them. “That
has to be done on the front end. You
can’t read a board manual to people. You
need to explain their job description, financial expectations, and share with
them why they were recruited. They
have to become involved with the organization and passionate about it. Board
members who are engaged and feel a
part of something come to meetings.
This solves the problem some boards
have where they spend almost half their
time worrying about the best time to get
attendance. As board chair I focused on
getting engagement. So many boards operate without engagement.”
Bruns closed with his perspective on
board members’ reluctance to fundraise.
“When a board member is not prepared,
and is not personally passionate, the gifts
he solicits become a ‘trap’ wherein he
now ‘owes’ an equal gift to the donor’s
nonprofit of choice.” The solution: “Be
prepared and sell the nonprofit on its
merits; then people give to the organization and not to you. You then are free to
make your gifts based on merit too.”
Copyright 2013 – Mel and Pearl Shaw
Mel and Pearl Shaw are the authors of
“Prerequisites for Fundraising Success.”
They position nonprofits for fundraising success. Visit them at www.saadandshaw.com.

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
NOTICE OF POLLING PLACE CHANGE
AUGUST 27, 2013 NON-PARTISAN
SPECIAL PRIMARY ELECTION
Per Florida Statutes Chapter 101.71(2), following is a list of polling place change(s)
for the August 27, 2013 City of St. Petersburg Non-Partisan Special Primary Election:
PCT

FROM

TO

110

Florida National Guard Armory
3601 38 Avenue South

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church
3747 34 Street South
Northwest corner of 34 St. S. & 38 Ave. S.

127

Serenity United Methodist Church
2750 5 Avenue North

King of Peach Metropolitan
Community Church
3150 5 Avenue North
South side of 5 Ave. N, west of 31 St. N.

202

Florida National Guard Armory
3601 38 Avenue South

Pinellas Community Church
5501 31 Street South
West side of 31 St. S., south of 54 Ave. S.

Eva Andujar
City Clerk

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG • NOTICE OF NON-PARTISAN SPECIAL PRIMARY ELECTION • AUGUST 27, 2013
Notice is hereby given that a Special Primary Election will be held on Tuesday, August 27, 2013, between the hours of 7 o’clock a.m. and 7 o’clock p.m. at the following polling places:
PCT.# POLLING PLACE & ADDRESS

101

Pinellas Community Church
5501 31 St. S.
West side of 31 St. S., south of 54 Ave. S.

102

Westminster Suncoast
1095 Pinellas Point Dr. S.
Entrance off of Pinellas Point Dr. S.,
bet. 16 St. S. & 9 St. S.

103 & Lakewood United Methodist Church
104 5995 ML King Jr. St. S.
From ML King Jr. St. S., east on
59 Ave. S.
105

Blessed Trinity Catholic Church
1600 54 Ave. S.
Southwest corner of 54 Ave. S. &
16 St. S., across from Lakewood H.S.

106

120

121 &
126

122,
123
& 130
125

Bay Vista Center
7000 4 St. S.
South side of 70 Ave. S. at 4 St. S.

108

119

Coquina Key Neighborhood Association
3850 Pompano Dr. SE

127,
128
& 129

East side of Pompano Dr. SE,
south of 38 Ave. SE
109

Old Landmark Cathedral
4201 6 St. S.

131

West side of 6 St. S. between
42 Ave. S. & 45 Ave. S.
110 & St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church
111 3747 34 St. S.
Northwest corner of 34 St. S. &
38 Ave. S.
112

St. Petersburg City Theatre
4025 31 St. S.

132

133

West side of 31 St. S., south of 38 Ave. S.
113

Christ Gospel Church
2512 22 Ave. S.
South side of 22 Ave. S., west of
Sanderlin Elementary School

114

New Hope Baptist Church
2120 19 St. S.

134
& 142
135

East side of 19 St. S., north of 22 Ave. S.
115

Lakeview Presbyterian Church
1310 22 Ave. S.

136

Southwest corner of 22 Ave. S. &
13 St. S.
116

Frank Pierce Recreation Center
2000 7 St. S.

137

Between 18 Ave. S. & 22 Ave. S.
at 7 St. S.
117

Mt. Zion AME Church
1045 16 St. S.

138

Northwest corner of 16 St. S. &
12 Ave. S.
118

St. Petersburg Religious Society of
Friends
130 19 Ave. SE
South side of 19 Ave. SE, between
1 St. SE & Bay St. SE

139

Campbell Park Recreation Center
601 14 St. S.
Between ML King Jr. St. S. & 16 St. S.,
in Recreation Center
Wildwood Recreation Center
1000 28 St. S.
East side of 28 St. S. & 10 Ave. S.
Dwight H. Jones Neighborhood Center
1035 Burlington Ave. N.
North side of Burlington Ave. N.,
between 10 St. N. & 11 St. N.
Coliseum
535 4 Ave. N.
North side of 4 Ave. N., across from
the Shuffleboard Courts
Peterborough Apartments
440 4 Ave. N.
Southeast corner of 4 Ave. N. & 5 St. N.,
across from Sunshine Ctr.
King of Peace Metropolitan
Community Church
3150 5 Ave. N.
South side of 5 Ave. N., west
of 31 St. N.
30th Avenue Baptist Church
3241 30 Ave. N.
North side of 30 Ave. N., enter
from 33 St. N.
Faith Assembly
3900 28 St. N.
Northwest corner of 39 Ave. N. &
28 St. N.
St. Bede’s Episcopal Church
2500 16 St. N.
Southwest corner of 16 St. N. &
26 Ave. N.
Sunken Gardens
1825 4 St. N.
East side of 4 St. N., south of 20 Ave. N.
Westminster Presbyterian Church
126 11 Ave. NE
Southeast corner of 11 Ave. NE &
1 St. NE
American Baptist Church of the
Beatitudes
2812 8 St. N.
West side of 8 St. N., bet. 28 Ave. N. &
29 Ave. N., park in rear of church
Wesley United Methodist Church
301 37 Ave. N.
Northwest corner of 37 Ave. N. &
3 St. N., behind McDonald’s
St. Raphael’s Catholic Church
1376 Snell Isle Blvd. NE
West side of Snell Isle Blvd. NE,
north of Shore Acres Bridge
Vietnamese Evangelical Church
4344 21 St. N.
Southwest corner of 21 St. N. &
44 Ave. N.

140

Roberts Recreation Center
1246 50 Ave. N.
Southwest corner of 50 Ave. N. &
12 St. N.
141 Woodlawn Presbyterian Church
2612 12 St. N.
Northwest corner of 12 St. N. &
26 Ave. N.
143 Lutheran Church of the Cross
4545 Chancellor St. NE
Corner of Chancellor St. NE &
Overlook Dr. NE
144 Northeast Presbyterian Church
4400 Shore Acres Blvd. NE
West side of Shore Acres Blvd. NE,
between 40 Ave. NE &
46 Ave. NE - north of Shore Acres
Recreation Center
145 Faith Covenant Church
& 146 150 62 Ave. NE
Southeast corner of 62 Ave. NE &
1 St. NE
147 Riviera United Methodist Church
175 62 Ave. N.
Northwest corner of 62 Ave. N. &
1 St. N.
150 Town Apartments North
1900 61 Ave. N.
South of 62 Ave. N., in Recreation Hall
151 North Branch Library
861 70 Ave. N.
East side of ML King Jr. St. N., next to
Fire Station
152 Willis S. Johns Recreation Center
6635 ML King Jr. St. N.
East side of ML King Jr. St. N.,
south of Fire Station
153 Americana Cove
7201 1 St. NE
East side of 1 St. NE & 72 Ave. NE
154 First Church of Christ, Scientist
6333 1 St. NE
East side of 1 St. NE, approx.
one block north of 62 Ave. N.
155 Epiphany of Our Lord Ukrainian
Catholic Church
434 90 Ave. N.
South side of 90 Ave. N., west of 4 St. N.
156 St. James United Methodist Church
& 157 845 87 Ave. N.
Northeast corner of 87 Ave. N. &
ML King Jr. St. N.
161 First Baptist Church of St. Petersburg
& 165 1900 Gandy Blvd.
From Gandy Blvd. take Frontage Rd. S.,
go southwest to church
162 Pinewood Co-op, Inc.
10441 Gandy Blvd.
North side of Gandy Blvd., across
from Derby Lane

200

201

202

203
& 204
205

211,
215
& 216
213
& 217
219
& 220

221
& 223

222

224

225
& 228
226

227

229

230
& 240

Pass-A-Grille Beach Community Church
107 16 Ave.
West side of Pass-A-Grille Way between
16 Ave. & 17 Ave.
The Allegro at College Harbor
4600 54 Ave. S.
From 54 Ave. S. take College Landings
Blvd. S. turn right on
Harbor Way S. - on left
Pinellas Community Church
5501 31 St. S.
West side of 31 St. S., south of 54 Ave. S.
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
3455 26 Ave. S.
North side of 26 Ave. S., west of 34 St. S.
Prayer Tower Church of God In Christ
1137 37 St. S.
Southwest corner of 37 St. S. &
11 Ave. S.
Pasadena Community Church
227 70 St. S.
Southeast corner of 70 St. S. & 2 Ave. S.,
in Life Enrichment Center
Unity of St. Petersburg
6168 1 Ave. N.
Southeast corner of 62 St. N. & 1 Ave. N.
Trinity United Church of Christ
1150 49 St. N.
West side of 49 St. N., north of 9 Ave.
N.- parking on 12 Ave. N.
Fifth Avenue Baptist Church
4901 5 Ave. N.
Northwest corner of 5 Ave. N. &
49 St. N.
Pilgrim Congregational Church
6315 Central Ave.
North side of Central Ave. between
63 St. N. & 64 St. N.
Childs Park Recreation Center
4301 13 Ave. S.
Northwest corner of 43 St. S. &
13 Ave. S.
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church
4444 5 Ave. N.
South side of 5 Ave. N., east of 49 St. N.
Galilee Missionary Baptist Church
505 35 St. S.
Southwest corner of 35 St. S. & 5 Ave. S.
Fifth Avenue Church of Christ
4200 5 Ave. S.
Southeast corner of 5 Ave. S. & 43 St. S.
St. Vincent’s Episcopal Church
5441 9 Ave. N.
Northwest corner of 9 Ave. N. &
54 St. N.
St. Stefanos Greek Orthodox Church
3600 76 St. N.
West side of 76 St. N., south of
38 Ave. N.

231

Cornerstone Community Church
6745 38 Ave. N.
North side of 38 Ave. N., between
66 St. N. & 71 St. N.
232 Palm Lake Christian Church
& 275 5401 22 Ave N.
North side of 22 Ave. N., east of
58 St. N.
233 Community Bible Baptist Church
3800 17 Ave. N.
Southwest corner of 17 Ave. N. &
38 St. N.
234 Clearview United Methodist Church
& 243 4515 38 Ave. N.
Northwest corner of 38 Ave. N. &
45 St. N.
235 Azalea Baptist Church
7900 22 Ave. N.
Northwest corner of Country Club
Rd. N. & 79 St. N., west of Azalea Middle School
236 Portuguese American Suncoast
Association, Inc.
7808 46 Ave. N.
South side of 46 Ave. N. between
78 St. N. & 78 Ln. N.
237 Clearview Oaks
5700 40 Ave. N.
Southeast corner of 40 Ave. N. &
58 St. N.
239 St. Petersburg Community Church
4501 30 Ave. N.
Northwest corner of 30 Ave. N. &
45 St. N.
241 Walter P. Fuller Recreation Center
7891 26 Ave. N.
North side of 26 Ave. N., in
Recreation Center
401 Pass-A-Grille Beach Community Church
107 16 Ave.
West side of Pass-A-Grille Way between
16 Ave. & 17 Ave.
in the City of St. Petersburg, Florida, at which
Non-Partisan Special Primary Election all electors
qualified to vote will be entitled to participate.
The following is a certified list of those candidates
duly nominated for office and which are to be
voted on in said Special Primary Election: Mayor
for a four-year term: Anthony Cates III, Paul
Congemi, Kathleen Ford, Bill Foster and Rick
Kriseman; Councilmember from District No. 4
for a four-year term: Richard Eldridge, Carolyn
Fries, David McKalip and Darden Rice;
Councilmember from District No. 6 for a four
year term: Trevor L. Mallory, Karl Nurse and
Sharon Russ; and Councilmember from District
No. 8 for a four-year term: Robert J. Davis, Alex
Duensing, Amy Foster and Steve Galvin.
Eva Andujar
City Clerk
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Leandrea Rivers: ‘The Most Loved’

Spaces available at University Prep Academy
From SCHOOL , page 1

BY MARCY PALMERI
Staff Writer

TAMPA — St. Petersburg native Leandrea
Rivers describes herself as
a woman doing positive
things to help women who
are hurting; she also describes herself as a woman
who recognizes when it’s
time to change their mindset. As an author, her
books strive to help, heal,
restore and build relationships.
Her latest effort entitled, “The Most Loved: A
Love, A Story, A Life” is
about a strong-willed and
determined woman named
Summer who is willing to
win in the game of love no
matter how many bruised
falls or romantic relationships she found herself in
while searching for love in
all the wrong places.
“There’s a Summer in
everyone; every age, race
and creed,” said Rivers.
“During the summer you go
through just about everything; sun, rain, storms.”
Pulling from her own
life, as well as those close to
her, “The Most Loved”
touches on domestic violence, alcoholism, mental
health issues and what it
takes to have a healthy relationship. Each reader is
guided by the hand, page
after page and led through
both the tumultuous and
the estimable times.
Unlike Summer, Rivers
has a more grounded view
of a good relationship: “Relationships must have
strong
communication,
both parties must be
equally yoked in religion
and spirituality, be able to
balance family and finances
and be accountable for
their actions.”
However, Summer did
possess the mindset that
everyone needs to have to
be in a successful relationship. “No matter how many
trials and tribulations you
go through,” Rivers explained, “what kept Summer’s heart open was
forgiveness. Agape love.”
Agape love is distinguished
by its nature and character;
divine, unconditional, selfsacrificing love.
In her book, people
passed through the protagonist’s life filling her with
lies and empty promises,
but it was difficult for her to
recognize it while it was
happening. She couldn’t
determine who was real
and who wasn’t.
“People show you who
they are in the beginning,

Come Mon., Aug. 19, this hallway will be filled with
over 500 students making their way to class.

Leandrea Rivers
but often times we don’t
believe them. Believe what
they say. The signs are
there very early on. Open
your eyes and walk away if
you don’t like what you
see.”
As the character goes
on a self-discovery journey
throughout the novel,
Rivers made sure she
learned from her experiences, which is a lesson
learned for anyone reading
the book.
“You have to love yourself first. Recognize that
you deserve to be loved
and love yourself. Know
your goals, ambitions and
desires and don’t look for
that in another person.”
“The Most Loved” is a
self-help book wrapped
around a good solid story.
The main character had to
find out that she had to repair her own soul before
she could truly be happy.
By putting God first in her
life, she was able to overcome many obstacles.
Rivers offers advice for
anyone who wants to point
their lives in a more positive direction:
• Take time to heal spiritually and emotionally
• Get counseling. There’s
nothing wrong with that
• Get a professional to help
identify your baggage
• Remove
negativity
whether they are people,
places or things
• Combat it with positivity
• Don’t give it any room
• Bounce it back with a
positive response
• Surround yourself with
positive people
• Keep it simple
• Forgive yourself
• Don’t let others take you

out of your character
By putting God first,
Rivers was able to overcome personal roadblocks
and now she writes to help
others overcome. She credits God as her source of
strength and reads quotes
from Joel Osteen, Joyce
Myers and TD Jakes.
“My strong faith and
praying everyday helps me
with my walk. The devil
does not like the positive.
Stayed prayed up. Read
scripture,” she counseled.
There is a special man
in her life right now; her
son and of course, Jesus:
The Most Loved. She is
currently working on a new
novel entitled “Mr. Exit
Man.”
“The Most Loved” can
be purchased on Amazon,
and on her website:
www.themostlovedbook.org
Indicate whether or not
you’d like it autographed
and if there’s a special message you’d like her to add.
It is also available in four libraries around Pinellas
County because she wants
to make it available for
everyone regardless of
their ability to pay.

from high school but
they’ll be prepared to attend and graduate from
the college or university of
their choice,” Shannon
said.
That goal shapes the
UPA curriculum for all
grades.
“Our college preparation starts in Kindergarten,” Shannon said.
“We’ll have algebraic
types of problem solving
in Kindergarten. We know
that math particularly is a
gatekeeper for a lot of students, determining who
graduates or doesn’t graduate from high school and
whether they go on to college. So we’re trying to
give them a strong math
foundation.”
Kindergarten is also
when students begin
UPA’s intensive language
arts program. In elementary school, children will
have 120 minutes of language arts instruction per
day, divided into reading
and writing. For middle
schoolers, that time is reduced by just eight minutes. Components of the
broader subject include
phonics, grammar, vocabulary, reading comprehension, word roots and
writing essays, reports
and fiction.
Apart from mathematics and language arts, the
other core classes at UPA
are science and social
studies. The school also
offers
“enrichment
courses” as electives.
“Structural technology
is taught from Kindergarten on — research

skills and a whole variety
of things that they can do
educationally on the computer,” Shannon said.
“Also starting in Kindergarten, they’ll be provided
with Spanish.”
Additional electives
are art, music and physical education. During
their time at the school, all
students will eventually
take each of the elective
courses. In either seventh
or eighth grade, students
will take a course in career
and education planning.
UPA also teaches social
skills.
“We’ll have a character
education program, we’ll
do community service,
plus we’re going to provide leadership opportunities for students such as
through student council,”
Shannon said. “There will
be a variety of things to
help students develop and
refine character and social
skills.”
To map progress and
help ensure success, the
curriculum at UPA is
heavily data driven.
“We use a researchbased curriculum, materials and textbooks, and
things that have proven to
be successful,” Shannon
said.
For instance, Shannon
explained
that
core
classes will be single-sex,
based on research indicating that girls and boys
learn differently. Outside
of core subjects, however,
courses and activities will
be co-ed. Additionally, several sections per grade
will exist so that students

can learn at paces appropriate to their abilities.
The content for different
sections will be the same,
but delivery methods will
vary based on the needs
of certain students. Struggling pupils will have the
option of transferring to a
smaller class size or even
receiving one-on-one instruction. UPA also caters
to English Language
Learners, special education and gifted students.
The various teaching
methods will be frequently assessed to chart
future courses of action
for individuals and for the
school. At the start of each
academic year, teachers
will administer “pre-tests”
in the core subjects and
the results will shape how
each subject is taught.
Year-end assessment tests
taken three weeks before
summer
break
will
demonstrate
students’
progress. Those who do
well will use the remainder of the school year for
activities such as speech,
debate, drama and science
fairs. Students who do
poorly on the year-end
tests will have time to retake the tests following remedial courses, an effort
to prevent grade retention.
UPA is currently awaiting approval to create a
charter high school on the
current campus, which it
aims to open in 2015.
Information on the
school, located at 1701
10th St. S., can be found at
UPAFlorida.org or by calling (727) 366-7145.

                      

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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COMMUNITY NEWS
45th year reunion celebration
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The class of 1968 celebrated a weekend of love, peace and happiness.
BY VALERIE B. WILLIAMS
PHOTO BY GEORGE ‘POP’
LANCASTER

ST. PETERSBURG —
Over 103 classmates of the
class of 1968 recently gathered to celebrate their 45th
high school reunion. The
four-day event was celebrated July 11-14, with 100
family
members
and
friends.
Classmates
traveled
from across the United
States to be in attendance.
The theme: “Celebrating
Love, Peace and Happiness” brought 203 people
together to relive the days
of old over the reunion
weekend.
Thursday’s ‘So Glad to
See You” welcome reception, was themed a tropical
retreat and was held at the
Magnuson Marina Cove
with full regale. Tropical attire and a full dinner buffet
kicked off the event. For
laughs and fun, classmates
wore their high school
photo badges, played
hoola-hoop, performed the
limbo and danced the night
away. The room was decorated with a Caribbean
theme.
On Friday evening, the
event was held at the newly
renovated
Manhattan
Casino. The class event
was the first event to be
held there since its closing.
“Celebrating the Deuces:
Strolling Down Memory
Lane” was the theme for
the evening. The casino

was decorated with large
business photos of 22nd
Street from its heyday.
The food for the
evening was the fare of
Geech’s Bar-b-que and SnoPeak. The big band sound
came from a local band
“The Company,” who billed
two former members from
the “Childs of Friendship”:
Phil Hill and Genie Boy.
Blue and gold balloons
decked the large ballroom’s bronze swirl tables.
The hardwood dance floor
was reminiscent of the
1960s. While the new Manhattan Casino is beautiful
and very stylish, we felt the
vibe of our parents and
imagined the good times
they shared in the 1950s.
“Exquisite” is the only
word that can describe Saturday evening’s “A Celebration of Love, Peace and
Happiness” held in the
Grand Bay Ballroom of the
Hilton Bayfront Resort.
The evening was magical
as everyone dressed in
regal attire and celebrated

being
back
together
again. The Grand Ballroom was decorated with
white contoured seat covers with royal blue chair
bands. It was sheer upscale elegance. The centerpieces were just as
stunning as the room itself. Each classmate received
their
prized
souvenir, the blue and gold
Class of 1968 stole.
The meal took top
awards; guests had the
choice of honey glazed
salmon or chicken piccata.
Both were scrumptious.
Desert was key lime pie or
strawberry cheesecake.
The evening continued
with a dynamic slideshow
that highlighted the class
events over the years, from
our very first reunion, to
holiday extravaganzas, to
worshipping services, to all
that makes us what we are
today. It was truly a reflection of time. A moving tribute and a roll call of
deceased classmates were
rendered to commemorate

those who passed since our
last reunion in 2008.
The class was back at
Magnuson Hotel on Sunday for worship Service
and dinner. Classmates
wore black attire to unify
their look for their photo
with the blue and gold souvenir stoles. After a spiritfilled praise service, the
speaker of the hour, Rev.
Alvin Miller, gave us an uplifting message that echoed
our belief that God continues to show us favor. After
the service, a full southern
buffet dinner was served
with all of the trimmings.
Door prizes were given
out Thursday and Friday,
however, on Sunday a gift
certificate for a weekend at
the Magnuson Marina
Cove Resort was won by
one lucky couple.
The 45th Reunion of the
Gibbs Class of 1968, Inc.
unquestionably was a huge
success and it truly was a
labor of love, peace and
happiness.
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PUBLISH YOUR LEGAL
NOTICESWITH US!
We offer competitive rates and
distribution in local counties for
your legal advertising needs.
Call 727-896-2922 today!

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS






  


OFFICE:
727-865-1591
FAX:
727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviataylorpa@cs.com










 

CAREER OPPORTUNITY:
The new Sylvia's Queen of Soul Food Restaurant
(Opening Soon)
Now accepting resumes for
Restaurant General Manager and Restaurant Executive Chief

Fax or email resumes to
Aracle Foods Corporation at 727-384-3325
or bettyej_newsome@yahoo.com
Salary competitive
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A place to call home: Habitat for Humanity making
dreams come true
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Light filters through the windows, cascading across the
newly tiled floor. A built-in
breadbasket sits awaiting its
first loaf of bread. It’s Tues.,
Aug. 6 and Yolanda Munnerlyn is just soaking it all in.
She is the latest recipient of a
Habitat for Humanity house
and she couldn’t be more excited.
Family, well-wishers, and
contributors alike gathered
outside Munnerlyn’s new
home in St. Petersburg to rejoice and pay tribute to those
responsible for the remodeling of her new home, as well
as everyone who helped
along the nearly 10 month
process. It was a beautiful
morning.
Beaming from ear-to-ear,
Munnerlyn stepped up to the
podium to thank the crowd
and could hardly wait to walk
through her front door.
“Wow, this day is finally
here,” Munnerlyn said as she
described how nervous she
was. Both Munnerlyn and
her daughter JaNiya were up
until the early morning
hours anticipating the moment when they would finally have a home to call
their own. “There are so
many emotions I can’t even
describe what is going on in
my mind right now.”
Munnerlyn had been living in an apartment for years
without the means to purchase her own place. After 13
homeownership classes and
hundreds of sweat equity
hours she was ready to receive her turn as a homeowner. With the Habitat for
Humanity program making
closing costs affordable—
just $500—and a highly coveted zero interest loan,
Munnerlyn was able to afford a two bedroom, twobath house for JaNiya to
grow up in.
“She’s very active and
loves to move,” said Munner-

lyn of her nine-year-old
honor student who loves to
dance. Out of respect for
their apartment dwelling
neighbors, JaNiya always
needed to be on the quiet
side. “Her growth was limited and it really kind of confined her,” her mom said.
But now JaNiya will have
her own yard to play in so
she can just be a kid. In fact,
it is the first thing on
Munnerlyn’s list. “I can’t wait
to get in there and put my
touch to the house and really
make it mine,” she expressed, “to make it special
for me and her.”
Bank of America (BOA)
donated the property to
Habitat for Humanity of
Pinellas County. It is part of a
national commitment made
just last year to purchase and
donate up to 2,000 vacant
properties over the next
three years to Habitat for Humanity affiliates throughout
the country.
Habitat Pinellas CEO
Barbara Inman has been a
part of the process here in
Pinellas for the last decade
and is excited about the partnership with BOA.
“We went from serving
two families to 25-30 families
every year and Bank of
America has a really big
hand to play in it.”
BOA Tampa Bay Market
President Bill Goede was
even on hand to present
Munnerlyn and JaNiya with
the keys to their new residence. And as Munnerlyn
welcomed the crowd into her
new homestead, vacant for
now of any furniture or personal items, it was evident
that both JaNiya and
Munnerlyn were where they
were meant to be, at home.
With their new place, the
longtime teacher’s assistant
with Pinellas County Schools
will be able to offer the best
life possible for her ambitious and energetic daughter.
It wasn’t simple or easy either, as Munnerlyn often had
to find friends or family

L-R, Bill Goede, JaNiya, Yolanda Munnerlyn,
Barbara Inman and Kerry Clapper.

members to watch over her
daughter as she attended
classes. Or to find that extra
time to put in those long
hours of sweat equity required of the program. But in
the end it was worth it for the
chance at a new beginning.
“It changed my life like
nothing that’s changed my
life before,” Munnerlyn explained as she again gave
thanks. “The goal and the
dream of being a homeowner and being a part of
something that is mine is
huge.”
To find out if you qualify
for a Habitat for Humanity
home, log onto habitatpinellas.org. There are income
range requirements based
on the number of people living in the home and a mini-

727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

$95 Sew In w/ FREE
Toe Polish
3500 5th Ave. N., Suite A
727-768-1292
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See MENTORS, from page 2

The Wolfe family, recent recipients of a Habitat
house, came to congratulate
Yolanda Munnerlyn on her new home.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS

Shear
Hospitality

Computer Mentors Group press day

$3.00 OFF Black Soap
1-855-HARITIZ
(1-855-427-4849)
hairitizsalon.com
Expires 9/30/13

mum household income is
also required. Those wishing
to apply also must have a
housing need, have lived or
worked in Pinellas County
for at least a year, have
steady, reliable income and
must be able to demonstrate
the ability to make regular
payments on bills is also a
must.
Habitat for Humanity for
Pinellas is always looking for
volunteers as well to help in
making Habitat Pinellas possible for more families. Volunteer opportunities are
available at construction
sites, with landscaping and
even stocking inventory or
assisting customers in ReStore, the Habitat for Humanity home improvement
outlet store.

divided the effort and
pulled it off. Audience
members remarked how
they learned something
new about diabetics by
watching the video. It was
nice hearing how they
worked from home even
though not required to.
Hearing how the group
worked through technical
issues and persevered was
encouraging and gave a
sense we were watching
future leaders and success
stories. We were watching
history in the making.
Proud parents made
themselves known as well.
Sandra Nelson, Kaelon
Lucas’ grandmother, was
smiling so broadly there
was no doubt she had a
love one involved. She was
very excited of her high
school graduate, college
bound, computer engineer
majoring grandson.
The excitement level
went up a notch when Executive Director Ralph
Smith started presenting

hard earned gifts for jobs
well done. The beauty of
this process is the students were getting gifts
they had pre-selected.
They were not being given
anything, they had earned
them. One student, Jonhathn Lee, completed certification requirements in
one week when three
weeks was the norm.
These certified and productive students received
useful and greatly desired
awards.
Students participating
in Computer Mentors
Group Media Day’s success were: Adonis Tanner,
Jada Lee, Jonhathan Lee,
Kaelon Lucas, Levi Randolph, Monica Soloman,
Mahamed Farah, and
Thomas Calhoun Jr.
For more information
please contact Executive
Director Ralph Smith
via phone or email
at RSmith@computermentors.org or 813-2361191.
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Johnson Branch Library geography bee

Back-to-school workshop: 10 Ways
to earn better grades

From BEE, page 1

were up for identification,
the scene was no different.
In fact moderator and creator of the bee, Erica Hardison an algebra teacher at
Dixie Hollins High School,
had to resort to the “older
kids” list in order to find a
winner.
“We appreciate your
children studying and
doing things over the summer,” said Hardison as she
called out the names of one
country after another.
Third place contestant
Evan Young who was
strong during the state capitals but floundered on her
first attempt at the countries, missing the capital
city of Ireland. But Marissa
Baney and Anamika Naidu
battled on, zipping through
27 countries before anyone
faltered. After nailing capitals for countries like
Kenya, Thailand, and
Libya, Marissa was taken
down by Chile. Anamika
was prepared however, correctly identifying Santiago
as its capital, and taking
home the coveted first
place prize in her age division.
Hardison created the
geography bee four years
ago after first implementing
a spelling and math bee,
both which she emcees
each summer at the Johnson Branch library. “The
bees are my babies,” she
confided. “My kids are
older now, but it started because I just wanted something for them to do over
the summer.”
A lover of libraries,
Hardison set out on a mission to find out what other
libraries in Pinellas County
were up to. After coming
across a spelling bee in a
neighboring city, she decided to bring the idea
home and get south St. Petersburg kids involved. She
spoke with branch librarian
Kathleen Dort and the
Friends of the Johnson Library – a nonprofit group
supporting the library
through
volunteerism,
fund-raising events, and
sponsorship of services –
and convinced them of its
need in the community.
It is “really good for the
kids and gives them an opportunity to learn things
over the summer,” Hardison explained, “to keep
their minds fresh.”
The evening quickly
transitioned into the fifth
and sixth graders with five
contestants vying for the ultimate status as expert geographer.
Three
contestants fumbled early

Judges: Standing L-R, Shabazz Rogers Jr.
and Librarian Kathy Dort.
Seated L-R, Kevin Johnson and Judy Mason.

Anamika
Naidu

Marissa
Baney

7

Evan
Young

on during the
states
round
leaving an intense battle for
first
place.
Dhruva Naidu
and
Conner
Vierling went
head-to-head
correctly identifying 31 capitals
Connor
Dhruva
of
countries
Vierling
Naidu
around
the
world. But on number 32, strong. Hardison believes
Dhruva stumbled when it that quite a lot of learning
came to the capital of occurs outside the classUganda and Conner took room and insists by instilling a love for learning at
home first place.
Branch librarian Dort home, not just at school; it
was happy with the turnout will foster a lifelong combut hopes next year more mitment to education.
“We want them to see
children will opt to particithat school and community
pate.
“We have to figure out a are related and interlinking
way of reaching more together,” Hardison said.
kids,” Dort commented. She wants kids to tap into
“They didn’t know that we the resources the library
were having a geography has to offer and realize that
bee or that it was tonight.” there’s always something
A study sheet listing all they can do to improve acathe capitals was available to demically.
“You can get a real
participants before the
event. Interested students pulse of the community,”
could either stop by the li- she continued admitting
brary for a hard copy or whenever she visits other
print it off from the John- areas her first stop in town
son Branch Library web- is the library. “You can always find out what’s going
site.
Gift certificates were on.”
To find out more about
given out for first through
third place winners as in- what the James Weldon
centives and certificates Johnson Branch Library is
were handed out to honor- doing throughout the year
able mentions. Both Dort or to peruse some of the
and Hardison hope they downloadable online proare encouraging children grams they have to offer,
to be successful in school check out their webpage at
and to begin each year splibraries.org.

SOUTH PASADENA —
Parents looking to jumpstart
their child’s education this
year can begin with a backto-school workshop at a
uniquely qualified place – a
karate school. Come out for
a free seminar Sat., Aug. 24
at Superkicks Family Martial
Arts Center, 1401 Pasadena
Ave. S.
It’s been known for years
how martial arts training increases focus, strengthens
bodies and instills confidence. However, this workshop will prepare children
for school by focusing on
three key concepts: focusing, listening and bully prevention.
Next Saturday, Superkicks Family Martial Arts
hosts a Free Community
Workshop for children in
grades 1-5. In this program
the children will be shown 5
Ways to Show Respect to a

Teacher, 5 Ways to Listen in
Class and How to Turn Bullies into Buddies.
It’s fair to say that martial
arts programs are here to
stay and schools with more
conventional teaching methods can work alongside
childhood education to promote a better atmosphere
for all, according to Ron
Schnell, owner and Master
level Instructor of Superkicks Family Martial Arts
Center in South Pasadena.
“Parents these days are
very savvy and want so
much more than punching
and kicking from their kid’s
karate programs,” said
Schnell.
In addition to teaching
tips for educational programs, great martial arts
schools will focus on character development and life
skills. While it might be common for sports like baseball

and basketball to instill humility or patience, the methods used in a karate class are
not so “in your face” according to Schnell.
The workshop begins at
10 a.m., lasts 45 minutes and
parents are asked to observe
from the parent seating area.
Superkicks Family Martial
Arts Center is located at
1401 Pasadena Ave. S.,
South Pasadena. For more
information or to register for
this workshop please call
727-384-5425, or access the
school
information
at
www.SuperKicks2.com.
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Faith-based literacy
programs
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Faith Based Program
(FBP) serves youth from
elementary to high school
residing in the Childs Park
community and its surrounding south St. Petersburg neighborhoods in zip
codes 33701, 33705, 33707,
33710, 33711, 33712 and
33713.
These organizations are
committed to promoting literacy and supporting the
achievement of all children
through this community
service initiative.
The FBP aids participants by providing literacy
and tutoring assistance,
computer labs, homework
assistance, interactive literacy activities, peer-to-peer
mentoring and youth leadership training. They provide a safe place for
participants to acquire additional knowledge, learn
positive behavior and foster
a positive attitude towards,
themselves, their education
and others year round.

The FBP is operated
through the James B.
Sanderlin Neighborhood
Family Center (SNFC), and
funded by the JWB Children’s Services Council of
Pinellas County.
For more information
please feel free to contact
Donna Welch, Program Coordinator at (727) 459-4547.
• Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church
3455 26th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg, 33711
• Christ Gospel Church
Educational Center
2554 22nd Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg, 33712
• Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church
3940 18th Ave S.,
St. Petersburg, 33711

Before and aftercare programs

• Southside Tabernacle
Baptist Church
3647 18th Ave. N.,
St. Petersburg, 33712
• St. Petersburg Islamic
Center
3762 18th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg, 33711
• Mariners Pointe
Apartment Complex
1175 Pinellas Pointe
Drive S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
• Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church
Family Resource Center
1800 18th Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Opening September 3,
2013
Program hours of operation are Mondays - Thursdays between 3:30 p.m. and
7 p.m.





R’Club Child Care,
Inc. (727) 578-5437
Open at 6:30 a.m. and
close at 6 p.m. unless
noted (excluding middle
schools)
Elementar y Schools:
Bardmoor
Bay Vista
Blanton
Cross Bayou
Eisenhower
Fairmount
Gulfport
High Point
Lakeview
Lakewood
Lealman
McMullen Booth
New Heights
Nina Harris ESE
Pasadena
Pinellas Park
Rawlings
Ridgecrest
Sanderlin
Sandy Lane
Seminole
74th Street
Shore Acres
Skyview
Southern Oak
Stephens, P.B. ESE
(7 a.m. - 6 p.m.)
Sutherland
Walsingham
Middle Schools:
(7 a.m. - 6 p.m.)
John Hopkins
Morgan Fitzgerald*
Tyrone
Thurgood Marshall
Fund*
Oak Grove*
Dunedin*

YMCA
Suncoast 727-4679622 (6:30 a.m. 6 p.m.)
Elementar y Schools:
Anona
Bauder
Belcher
Belleair
Brooker Creek
Curlew Creek
Curtis Fundamental
Cypress Woods
Davis
Forest Lakes
Frontier
Fuguitt
Highland Lakes
Lake St. George
Oakhurst
Oldsmar
Orange Grove
Ozona
Plumb
Safety Harbor
Skycrest
Starkey
Sunset Hills
Tarpon Fundamental
Tarpon Springs
Middle Schools:
(7 a.m. - 6 p.m.)
Clearwater Fund.
Largo*
Tarpon Springs*
St. Pete 727-8959622 (6:30 a.m. 6 p.m.)
Elementar y Schools:
Azalea
Bay Point
Bear Creek
Campbell Park
Jamerson
Lynch

Madeira Beach Fund.
Maximo
Melrose
Mt. Vernon
North Shore
Northwest
Perkins
Pinellas Central
Sawgrass Lake
Sexton
Westgate
Woodlawn
Middle Schools:
(7 a.m. - 6 p.m.)
Bay Point*
Pinellas Park
Madeira Beach Fund.
Meadowlawn
Dunedin Recreation
727-812-4539 (7:30
a.m. - 6 p.m.)
Elementar y Schools:
Dunedin
Garrison Jones
San Jose
Largo Recreation
727-587-6720 (7 a.m.
- 6 p.m.)
Elementar y Schools:
Mildred Helms
Ponce de Leon
*Coordinated Child
Care schools

      

2013– 2014 PSA for Head Start/ Early Head Start
Enrollment Lutheran Services Florida, Inc. Head
Start/Early Head Start is a comprehensive early
Childhood Pre-School Program in Pinellas County.
Applications are currently being accepted for the 2013 – 2014 school year.
This program is for children that are 12 -35 months (Early Head Start) and
3 – 4 years of age, by September 1, 2013. Head Start also serves children with
special needs (disabilities).
The Head Start/Early Head Start Pre-School Program is a federally funded,
income eligible program that encompasses Health, Nutrition, Education, Mental
Health, Disabilities, Parent & Male Involvement as well as Family & Community
Engagement which support strong healthy children and families. Head Start is a VPK provider.

The following items are needed at time of application:
1.) Birth Certificate (Proof of Guardianship/Custody if applicable)
2.) Proof of Residency in Pinellas County
3.) Proof of Income for the past 52 weeks or previous calendar year (i.e. pay stubs,W-2, 1040,
statement from employer, etc.)
4.) Documentation of child’s disability (if applicable).
5.) Picture ID of parent
Applications will be accepted daily at: Head Start/Early Head Start
2210 Tall Pines Dr. Suite 220 Largo, Florida 33771 • 727-547-5979 • www.lsfnet.org
Contact Person: Melissa Burnett 727-547-5963 mburnett@lsfnet.org
Para Information en Espanol Para mas información sobre nuestro
Programa Gratuito para el Cuidado de Ninos, puede llamar al 727-547-5979
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Marreese Speights giving back

African-American students are not
applying for scholarships

From STAR , page 1

Even if you do not have a
college-aged child at home,
please share this with someone who does. Pass this
scholarship information on to
anyone and everyone that
comes to mind. Though there
are a number of companies
and organizations that have
donated monies for scholarships to African Americans, a
great deal of the money is
being returned because of a
lack of interest.
Speights and family posing with members of his organization,
Business Power Movement.
fore then passing out bags
to the camp kids at the
recreation center. But even
then the children continued to come in droves like
bees to honey and Speights
and his mother were unable to keep up with the demand.
“Next year we’ll know
we have to like double
what we did this year,”
Glenn-Speights
proclaimed. “It’s our first one,
we learn by experience.”
Native to St. Petersburg, Speights and his family grew up not too far from
the recreation center and
spent years creating fond
memories in the area. Although his professional
basketball career has taken
Speights to such cities as
Philadelphia, Memphis,
Cleveland and now Oakland, he continues to visit
often and support his
hometown community.
“We stayed in this
neighborhood about 20
years,” his mom reminisced of those early days.
“This is the park they went
to every summer because I
had to work, so they had to
come here.”
A single mom with four

children, Glenn-Speights
knows what it’s like to ration and make do. And so
does Speights. As a professional athlete he no longer
has to worry about money
or wear hand-me-downs,
but he still feels a need and
a want to give back.
“I like kids and I like
coming back to my old
neighborhood and rec center,” Speights said. “I know
book bags will be a big
challenge for my neighborhood, so I wanted to give to
these kids.”
And give back he did.
Speights and his family went
on a shopping spree all
around town. From Walgreen’s to Sam’s Club they
loaded their carts and called
on friends to help. Forming
a makeshift assembly line,
they stayed up late stuffing
each backpack with supplies.
“We just bought all of
this yesterday,” Speights
divulged. “It was fun.”
An abundance of food
was also on hand with
nearly 400 hotdogs and
hundreds of hamburgers
for the families who
showed up. Water was
available for the kids and
Speights’ sister even
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brought slushies.
So as families enjoyed
their
meal,
children
couldn’t keep off the court,
the sound of dribbling basketballs filling the gym. But
mama Speights was still on
duty, diligently jotting down
the names and amounts of
backpacks needed for those
who still continued to show.
Speights and his family
vowed to purchase more
supplies and to deliver them
to those who missed out.
“He doesn’t like to turn
people
down,”
GlennSpeights pointed out. “I did
this. For years I had to stand
in line to get supplies and stuff
because that was the only way
I could afford to get it.”
Speights also bought
backpacks for the youth in
their church and although
he leaves for Warrior training camp in September,
both he and his family plan
to keep the events coming.
With a food giveaway
planned around Thanksgiving and talks of another
backpack giveaway around
Christmastime, it is evident
Speights and his family is
determined to make a difference in their beloved
stomping grounds.

No one is going to knock
on your door and ask if you
can use a scholarship. Take
the initiative to get your children involved. There is no
need for money to be returned to donating companies
because we fail to apply for it.
Please pass this information on to family members, nieces, nephews,
friends with children etc.
We must get the word out
that money is available.

If you are a college student or getting ready to become one, you probably
already know how useful additional money can be.

1) Student Inventors Scholarships http://www.invent.org/collegiate
2) Holocaust Remembrance Scholarships http://holocaust.hklaw.com/
3) Ayn Rand Essay Scholarships http://www.aynrand.org/contests/
4) Brand Essay Competition
http://www.instituteforbrandleadership.org/IBLEssayContest-2002Rules.htm
5) Gates Millennium Scholarships http://www.gmsp.org/
6) Xerox Scholarships for Students
http://www.xerox.com/jobs/minority-scholarships/enus.html
7) Sports Scholarships and Internships http://www.ncaa.org
8) Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Fund http://www.thurgoodmarshallfund.net/
9) Presidential Freedom Scholarships
http://www.nationalservice.org/scholarships/
10) Microsoft Scholarship Program
http://www.microsoft.com/college/scholarships/minority.asp
11) Guaranteed Scholarships http://www.guaranteed-scholarships.com/
12) Easley National Scholarship Program http://www.naas.org/senior.htm
13) Jacki Tuckfield Memorial Graduate Business Scholarship
(for AA students in South Florida) http://www.jackituckfield.org/
14) International Students Scholarships & Aid Help http://www.iefa.org/
15) College Board Scholarship Search
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
16) GE and LuLac Scholarship Funds
http://lulac.org/programs/education/scholarships/index.html
17) CollegeNet ' s Scholarship Database
http://www.collegenet.com/mach25/app
18) Federal Scholarships & Aid Gateways 25 Scholarship Gateways from Black Excel
http://www.blackexcel.org/25scholarships.htm
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
 





   
   

 



 
 








Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 






    





Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389



 


 
     
  
  



  


 

  
 
 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.



 
  

 





   
    
   
   
  
   
    





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    

     

Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Events for August
Aug. 18 - Right Hand of
Fellowship for New Members

during 10:45 a.m. Morning
Worship
Aug. 24 - WIA Day of Service
Upcoming Events for September
Sept. 14 - Membership Fellowship - 9:30 to 11 a.m.
Sept. 21 - W. J. Glover Memorial Scholarship Banquet –
Turner Agri-Civic Center,
2250 NE Roan Street, Arcadia,
FL at 5 p.m.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30. All are
invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study

the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church”
2013 “Total Surrender,
Total Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. Worship,
Fellowship and Learn with us!
Mark Your Calendar:
Aug. 15 – 17: Family and
Friends Reunion Choir Workshop. Please call the Church
Office (727-906-8300) for detailed information.
Aug. 18 – Family and
Friends Celebration: 7:45 a.m.

speaker, Bishop Zema Florence, Holy Temple Cathedral
Pentecostal Church, Saint Petersburg, FL. 10:45 a.m.
speaker, Pastor G. Christopher Clark, Greater Mount
Carmel Baptist Church, Tangerine FL.
Aug. 19 – 21: Revival 2013
at 7 p.m. Guest Evangelist will
be Dr. Henry J. Lyons, Pastor
of New Salem Baptist Church,
Tampa, FL and President of
National Trusted Partners for
Christ.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll find

it through Jesus Christ. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship welcomes you to our open
doors. Friendships’ worship experiences are 7:45 a.m. and
10:45 a.m. Sunday Church
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Join us each Wednesday for
Noonday Bible Study or each
Wednesday night at 7 as we
study in the book of Mark - Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg,
33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300. www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Rev. Dr. Deborah Green to lead Mt.
Calvary Missionary Baptist Church

ST. PETERSBURG —
Dr. Deborah Green will
make history as the first
woman pastor to lead a
Missionary
Baptist
Church in St. Petersburg.
The Mt. Calvary church
family is excited to invite
the community to Dr.

brate in worship, we care for
one another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity. Building a Stronger Congregation and Community to
the Glory of God. Living out
these principles results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line.
(727-321-9645)
The Women’s Ministry is
enthusiastically awaiting the
opportunity to share with the
community in their Women of
Worth Seminar Saturday, Au-

gust 17th 9:00 am to 2:30 pm.
Speakers for the event is Sandra Carter Snead, Dyan Dennard, Claudenia Jones, Karen
Pritchett, and Carole Moore.
Praise and Worship leader is
Teresa Rollins. Expect the
WOW Factor!
A continental breakfast and
light lunch will be served. For
additional information call the
church office at 727-327-0554.
“Jesus On Every Scene In
2013” Matthew 28:20
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchur ch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

First Mt. Zion MBC
Come on out and join us
for our fish fry and yard sale
this Sat., Aug, 17 from 8-2 p.m.
The Fundraising Committee
is sponsoring the event.
All are invited to First Mt.
Zion Missionary Baptist

Church to join in a spirit filled
revival on Wed., Aug. 21 – Fri.,
Aug. 23. Services will begin
7:30 nightly and will feature,
Rev. James C. McDonald of
the New Mt. Sinai Missionary
Baptist church as the Evangel-

ist for the week. Come and
hear this man of God as he
breaks the bread of life!
First Mt. Zion is located
at 1121 22nd Street South
where Rev. Wallace Elliott, Sr.
is pastor.

service to our community,
even running for elected
office before, is a testament to her commitment
to represent Mt. Calvary to
the best of her ability.
The installation message will be delivered by
Pastor John Evans, Senior
Pastor of Friendship Missionary Baptist Church.
Mt. Calvary is asking
those who are interested
in participating in the community choir for the installation to attend a rehearsal
on Fri., August 23 at 6:30
p.m. at Mt. Calvary M. B.
Church, 2321 Hartford St.
S., St. Petersburg.
For additional information please call Bea Harvey at (727) 224-3348.

Pinellas County Urban League
Guild Sunday Celebration

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church, “God’s
House to the City,” under the
leadership of Dr Rickey L.
Houston extends an invitation
to the community to join us as
we declare the living Word of
God. Join us at 9:00 am for Sunday School and at 10:15 am
worship service. Bible Study
and Teen Summit/Children
Rising are held on Wednesday
evening, at 7:00 pm.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching ministry;
with priorities focused on
Love, Forgiveness, Unity,
Peace and Growth. We cele-

Green’s installation service on Sun., Aug. 25 at the
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st
St. S., St Petersburg, starting at 4pm.
Outgoing
Pastor
Robert L. Peak, Jr. ordained and began mentoring Green in 1999 when
she started her ministerial
walk on her mother’s (Dr.
Constance D. Samuel)
birthday that year. She has
served as interim Pastor at
Traveler’s Rest and President and CEO of Earth
Mission Ministries, Inc.
Green has maintained
a close relationship with
Mt. Calvary church family
before being chosen as the
Pastor. Her many years of

Save the Date for the
Pinellas
County
Urban
League Guild Sunday Celebration. Featuring our guest
Speaker Mr. Jamal Sowell
Special Assistant to the President of the University of
Florida (UF), and assistant
corporate secretary to the UF
Board of Trustees.
The Pinellas County
Urban
League/Pinellas
County Urban League Guild
will host the Urban League
Sunday event on Aug. 18, at
Bethel Community Church located at 2901 54th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg, where the Rev.
Dr. Manuel L Sykes is the Pastor. Service will begin at 4
p.m.
The speaker for the event

is none other than Jamal Sowell, who is the Special Assistant to the President of the
University of Florida (UF),
and assistant corporate secretary to the UF Board of
Trustees. He assists the President who oversees a $4.6 billion budget, 50,000 students,
16 colleges, two academic
health centers and more than
150 research centers. In his
role, he directs special projects and gives strategic advice
to the President and the
Board of Trustees. He communicates with audiences on
and off campus, act as the
President’s liaison with government officials, mentor students and staff and help the
President address issues of
immediate concern.
Mr. Sowell serves as the
first vice president of the
Alachua county branch of the
NAACP, Youth Council advisor, and chairman of the Freedom Fund, in which he plans
and coordinates an annual
philanthropic event that
brings together organizations,
as well as state and local officials, to raise over $20,000 in
support of civil and human

rights. His work in the community subsequently led him
to host a community outreach
program on the largest radio
station in North Central
Florida. The weekly show
called “The Voice” has allowed him to address people
throughout the region on
issues such as economic and
social empowerment, technological advancement and civic
engagement. He also used the
radio show as an avenue to
bring awareness to the
Trayvon Martin shooting, in
which he served as a marshal
in the nationwide NAACP
rally held in Sanford, Florida.
Mr. Sowell is a sixth-generation Floridian and an Orlando
native.
Musical selections provided by “ Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist
Church Sanctuary Choir”
under the direction of Kevin
Parrot of Mt. Zion Progressive Church.
For additional information
please call the PCUL at 727327-2081 or email Rene Flowers, Pinellas County Urban
League Guild President at
renerobinson5@yahoo.com.
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